What Is Your Reading Of It?


Is it acceptable to God to be simply religious?  Or does God require a greater degree of accuracy in regard to worship, service and morality?  Must we be religiously right?  Is any religious act acceptable in the eyes of God?  Each of these are questions that need to be asked and answered individually.  We must be aware that we stand in judgment before God as individuals not as churches or denominations.


It is evident within the pages of the New Testament that it is possible to worship and serve God in a form that is unpleasing to God.  Jesus taught that it is possible to serve Him in an unacceptable manner (Mt. 7:21-23) and to worship in an unacceptable manner (Mt. 15:9) although in both cases the individuals involved believed that they were practicing things and possessing an attitude that was acceptable to God.


The essence of Christianity is found in the words of Jesus in John 4:24, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  The worship under consideration in this passage is not limited to what we often think of as the worship service (although it would certainly include it).  The worship here is in a broader more comprehensive context of service.  Our service to God consists of two elements: spirit and truth.  It must be accurate in action and in attitude.  It is not acceptable if our service is the wrong thing with a good attitude (Mt. 7:21-23) nor is it acceptable if our service is accurate in form but with a poor attitude (Mt. 23:1-6).  One element without the other results in unacceptable service to God.


Is your service to God acceptable in form and attitude?  If not what must you change to acceptably serve God?  Possibly you are involved in worship or service that is not consistent with New Testament teachings.  You may adhere to a moral lifestyle that is unacceptable to God or you may be someone who follows the commandments of God to the letter but fail in the proper attitude in regard to your service.


What is your reading of it?  
