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A Shepherd’s Journal

Text:  John 10:7-21

Introduction:

I. My evolution as a sheep rancher

II. Biblical usage of agricultural parables

A. General (sower, wheat and tares, Mustard seed, workers in the vineyard, barren fig tree)

B. Specific “flock” parables and analogies (lost sheep)

III. The Biblical usage of the shepherd/sheep/flock relationship

A. Word study:

1. Shepherd/flock
a. NT:4165 poimaino (poy-mah'-ee-no); to tend as a shepherd of (figuratively, supervisor): KJV-feed (cattle), rule.

b. NT:4166 poimen (poy-mane'); of uncertain affinity; a shepherd (literally or figuratively): KJV-shepherd, pastor.

c. NT:4167 poimne (poym'-nay); a flock (literally or figuratively): KJV-flock, fold.

d. NT:4168 poimnion (poym'-nee-on); a flock, i.e. (figuratively) group (of believers): KJV-flock.
B. Figures:

1. Shepherd

a. Elders (Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11)

b. Christ (Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4)

2. Sheep
a. Nation of Israel (1 Kings 22:17; Mt. 10:16; 15:24)
b. Prospective disciples (Mt. 9:35-39)
c. Apostle’s (Mt. 26:31)
d. Disciples (Jn. 10:1-6; Lk. 12:32; Acts 20:28-29; 1 Pet. 5:2-3)
3. Flock

a. Christians in some plural or collective sense

C. Two context’s:

1. The relationship between elders and congregational members

2. The relationship between Christ and Christians

Body:

I. Shepherd’s duties primarily fall into one of two categories:

A. Provide

B. Protect

II. Shepherd’s:

A. Protect the sheep/flock from:

1. Predators (Jn. 10:11-18)

2. Elements/environment

3. Themselves

B. Rescue the flock (1 Sam. 17:34-36)

C. Leads the flock in the proper paths (Jn. 10:2-4)

D. Keeps the flock from straying

1. Setting limits

E. Provides a balanced diet (Psa. 23:1-3; Acts 20:28)

1. Everything that is needed (feed, grass, hay, minerals, water)

2. What is needed when it is needed

a. Milk & meat

F. Comfort the fearful (Psa. 23:4)

G. Assist the helpless (Isa. 40:11)

H. Strengthen the weak (Ezek. 34:4)

I. Heal the sick (Ezek. 34:4)

1. Preventive measures

a. Proper diet

b. Safe environment

c. Immunizations

2. Application:

a. Healing the spiritually sick

b. Keeping the healthy, healthy/continued development

1) Repentance/transformation/conversion

2) Dealing with temptation

J. Return the lost (Lk. 15:3-7)

Conclusion:

I. Lessons for the sheep and the shepherd’s

A. Lessons for the sheep

1. Reliance upon the shepherd

B. Lessons for the shepherds

1. Do the work

a. “Smell Like Sheep”
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