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A SOLDIER’S STORY

1 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 2:3

Introduction:

I. For a period of 15 years I was privileged to serve my nation as a professional soldier

A. It was an honor to serve

B. Although the experience is worth a million dollars I wouldn’t give a nickel to do it again

1. My experience was bitter sweet

2. The Army made me much of the man that I am today

a. I matured quickly

b. I was taught skills that are irreplaceable

c. It gave me a sense of mission, belonging, drive, and ambition

d. I was taught to be tough and to never quit

C. There is a great price to be paid for the life of a soldier:

1. Sacrifice of family life

2. Witness of the horror of war

3. Physical danger

4. Emotional and mental hardship

II. There is a comparison by the inspired writers, between the soldier in a national army and that of a soldier of Christ

A. CHARTs:  “1 Timothy 1:18” & “2 Timothy 2:3” (Charts 2-3)

Body:

CHART:  “A Soldier Must” (Chart 4)

I. A soldier must enlist:

A. Enlistment is open to all

1. There are conditions for enlistment

a. It is offered to everyone who is willing to be completely obedient (Mt 11:28-30; Mt 12:30)

2. Conditions for enlistment (salvation)

a. CHART:  “What Saves Us?” (Chart 5)

b. What saves us?

1) A combination of God’s attributes and my obedience

B. There is a price to be paid

1. God comes first

a. Before family (Mt 10:34-39)

2. The price must be considered (Lk 14:26-33)

II. A soldier must be armed:

A. CHARTs:  “The Whole Armor Of God” (Charts 6-7)

B. The whole armor of God (Eph 6:10-18)

1. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—“ (Eph 6:10-18)

a. Girded waist of truth

b. Breastplate of righteousness

1) Protects the heart the seat of emotion

c. Feet shod with the preparation of the gospel

d. Shield of faith

1) Primarily a defensive weapon with the capability of an offensive weapon

e. Helmet of salvation

1) Protects the head

f. Sword of the Spirit

1) The Roman short sword of the day was both an offensive and a defensive weapon

C. Engage in an active defense against an active enemy (1 Pet 4:1; 3:15)

D. A soldier without his weapon and equipment is worthless

III. A soldier must patiently drill (1 Tim 4:7-8):

A. Daily Bible reading (2 Tim 2:15) and prayer (Jas 5:16)

B. Growth is expected (Heb. 5:11-14):

1. Participation in:

a. Home Bible studies

b. Worship attendance.

1) We must defeat the minimum amount and replace it with an attitude of maximum service.

2) Mid-week Bible study

3) Gospel Meetings

4) Work days

c. Bringing Bible and work book to class.

C. A soldier must be well versed in the skills of warfare:  marksmanship, fieldcraft, etc.

D. “The more that we sweat in training the less we will bleed on the battlefield.”

IV. A soldier must obey orders:

A. From God (Mt 28:19-20; Col 3:17; 2 Jn 9; Jn 14:15)

B. From the elders (Heb. 13:7, 17)

1. Rebellion to elders seems to be the latest trend among brethren

a. Numerous examples of members standing against church leadership

1) Trying to stop it through the use of unrealistic interpretations of qualifications

2) Rebelling against sitting elders in the execution of their duty of watching for our souls

a) We must be willing to sacrifice our:

1] Rights and liberties

a] Paul sacrificed his rights and liberties (1 Cor. 9:12b, 15, 18):

1} Eat and drink (1 Cor. 9:4)

2} Lead about a wife (1 Cor. 9:5)

3} Forbear work (1 Cor. 9:6-11)

b] He became a servant to all men to save some (1 Cor. 9:19-23; 10:31-33)

2] Opinions

b) This is not to say that we can never rebuke an eldership or that we must follow them blindly

1] If they are:

a] In open violation of God’s word (Acts 4:19; 5:29)

b] Asking you to do something that violates your conscience (Rom. 14:5, 14, 23)

1} This means that they are asking you to do something that by so doing you are sinning

2} This does not allow for us to rebel against the elders based on our opinions

3} There is a great difference between conviction and rights and opinions

2] Description of differences:

a] Matters of faith involve those things that are clearly right or wrong to honest students of the Bible

b] Conviction may involve those things that are not clearly right or wrong to honest students of the Bible

c] Rights involve those liberties that one enjoys in the Lord in the realm of things that are right

d] Opinions center around what is good, better and best among those who are right

2. There is a horrible consequence for rebellion of God’s leaders doing His work

a. Aaron and Miriam (Num. 12:1-15)

b. Korah’s rebellion (Num. 16:1-35)

V. A soldier must endure hardship (2 Tim 2:3-4; 1 Cor 9:27; 2 Cor. 11:22-28; 1 Pet 4:12-13)

A. The results of hardship (Jas 1:2-3; Rom 8:28; Phil. 1:12-18)

B. A soldier must be tough, mentally, physical, emotionally, and spiritually

1. “What does not kill you will make you stronger.”

2. Spirits that are tempered in the forge of adversity are spirits of strong metal

C. An army is no place for wimps and weaklings

D. Soldiers of America’s Armed Forces have endured extreme hardships in all of our nations conflicts:

1. The Continental Army at Valley Forge

2. The paratroopers of the 101st Airborne Division at Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge

3. The Marines at Chosin reservoir

4. The Siege at Khe Shan

5. The prisoners of all our wars

VI. A soldier must courageously fight (1 Tim 6:12; Phil 1:17; 2 Cor 10:3-5)

A. We must be committed to the cause that we have pledged our allegiance

B. Too many Christians are a reflection of our weak society

1. They are wimps

2. They expect someone to wait on them hand and foot and if someone says something that makes them mad they’ll quit.

3. CHART:  “Galatians 6:1-5” (Chart 8)

4. CHART:  “Burden” (Chart 9)

5. There should be no hand holding (Gal 6:1-5)

a. We need to be willing to carry the excessive burdens of other Christians (Gal. 6:2)

b. We must carry the load that we are designed to carry (Gal. 6:5)

C. A soldier must be courageous:

1. Courage is not the absence of fear but rather the control of that fear

2. America’s soldiers have consistently displayed their courage on the battlefield:

a. The attacks and the defense of Little Round Top during the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863

b. The assault landings on the Normandy beaches in June 1944.  “Uncommon valor was a common virtue.”

c. The defense of Saigon during the Tet offensive, January 1968

d. The valiant fighting of the Ranger Regiment in Mogidishu, 1994

D. How courageous are we on the spiritual battlefields?

VII. A soldier must pursue victory:

A. 1 Jn 5:4; 1 Cor 15:55-57; 2 Tim 4:6-8.

VIII. A Soldier’s Story:
I Am a Soldier. . .

I am a Soldier!

I am a Soldier in the army of my God; the Lord Jesus Christ is my

Commanding Officer.  The Holy Bible is my code of conduct.   I am a

Volunteer in this army and I have enlisted for eternity.  I will either

retire from this army when the Lord comes, or die in this army; but I

will not get out, sell out, be talked out, or pushed out. I intend to

remain faithful, reliable, and dependable.

I am a Soldier. I am not a baby.  I do not need to be pampered, petted,

primed up, pumped up, picked up, or pepped up.  I am a Soldier.  No one

has to call me, remind me, write me, visit me, entice me, or lure me.

I am a Soldier.  I am not a wimp.  I must obey my King, praise His

name, and serve His Kingdom.  No one has to send me flowers, gifts,

food, cards, candy, or give me handouts.  I do not need to be cuddled,

cradled, cared for, or catered to.

I am a Soldier, and I am committed.  No one can hurt my feelings badly

enough to turn me away.  I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me

aside.  I cannot lose enough to cause me to quit.

I am a Soldier. I can do all things through Christ.  Devils cannot

defeat me.  People cannot disillusion me.  Problems cannot weary me.

Sickness cannot stop me.  Battles cannot beat me.  Money cannot buy me.

Governments cannot silence me.

I am a Soldier in the King's Army.  I will not give up.  I will not turn

around.  I am a Soldier marching Heaven bound.  Will you stand with me?

If God is in it, you can do it.  "Endure hardness, as a good soldier of

Jesus Christ" (2 Timothy 2:3)

-Author Unknown

Conclusion:

I. How good a soldier are you?
A. Are you AWOL?
B. Should you be decorated?
C. Should you be discharged?
D. Should you re-enlist?
II. Success in Christ’s army is judged by our successes on the battlefields of everyday life.
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