What Is Your Reading Of It?


The United States was thrown into war once again as a result of the tragic events of September 11th.  Appropriately there is a good deal of talk about heroes since that day.  We marvel at the heroism and selflessness of the victims, the rescuers and now our military forces deployed in response to the attacks.  The words of Jesus are sometimes used to describe this ultimate heroism; “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  Yet even as great as the love was of those who died on that terrible day it pales in comparison to the love of God and His Son for us.


In the last moments with His disciples before His arrest, trials and execution, Jesus teaches about the subject of love.  John's gospel records this event (Jn 15:12-14) "This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."  Jesus realizes the great love that it takes to die for someone.  He teaches His disciples here that they should love one another as He loves them and He loves them enough to die for them.


Many of us can understand the love that must exist to lay down your own life for someone.  Parents would gladly die for their children, a husband for his wife, etc., but Jesus Christ died for all of us, even the ones who blaspheme, ridicule and doubt.  He died for those that hate and revile Him.  How much love did that take?  It seems impossible to pay Him back for that kind of love, yet in verse 14, of the text, He tells what we can do to repay Him.  We can obey His commandments.  That is all that Jesus wants us to do, love and obey Him.


John writes later in 1 Jn 3:16 "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."  Jesus Christ loved us enough to lay down His life for our sins.  We owe Him a great deal.


We also see the love of the Father in Jn 3:16 God loved a world of lost, vile, sinners enough to allow His only Son to be tortured, mocked, spat upon, ridiculed and killed so that we might have a hope of eternal salvation.


God's love for mankind includes a plan for our salvation.  God expects us to hear the word and based on that believe (Rom 10:17) to repent by changing our lives, putting our sinful lifestyle behind (Acts 2:38) confess that Jesus is the Son of God (Rom 10:10), and to be baptized into Christ (Col 2:12; 1 Pet 3:21).  Do you love God enough to obey all of His commandments or just the ones that don't infringe on your personal beliefs?  How much do you love God?  Obey Him fully today.


What is your reading of it?  
