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The Good Shepherd
Text:  John 10:1-30
Introduction:

I. The Good Shepherd
A. In the last months of Jesus’ ministry He turned His time and attention to the regions of Judea and Perea

1. In the final six months of His time on earth He spent much of that time divided between Judea (Feast of Tabernacles through Feast of Dedications) and Perea (Feast of Dedications to Passover)

a. Jn. 10:40 records Jesus’ withdrawal to Perea after the Feast of Dedications

2. During His time in Judea (winter 30/31 AD) He taught on His identity as the Messiah, the anointed of God, using the figure of the Shepherd

3. Word pictures, analogies and parables are some of the primary vehicles that Jesus uses to teach His divinity
a. “I am the bread of life” (Jn. 6)

b. “Living water” (Jn. 4:10)

c. Here, in John 10, He makes spiritual application, particularly in regard to His divinity, from what was probably the most familiar image of ancient Palestine: the shepherd and his flock
4. The modern, urban culture looses much of the impact and the depth of Jesus’ teaching because of our ignorance and lack of connection to agriculture 

a. Although God’s word is authoritatively timeless, we must consider and study it as it was written to a people of another culture and time

1) There is a historical and culture backdrop (context) to these analogies

B. A personal note
1. I have raised sheep now for five years and the images that I have studied all of my life came alive when I became a shepherd
2. So much of the teachings of Jesus, particularly from this text, were clear to me but in a superficial way; understanding more about what a shepherd does and the relationship of shepherd and flock gave me deeper understanding of what Jesus taught in this text
II. New Testament images and figures in Jesus’ teachings
A. General (sower, wheat and tares, Mustard seed, workers in the vineyard, barren fig tree)

B. Specific “flock” parables and analogies (lost sheep)

III. The Biblical usage of the shepherd/sheep/flock relationship

A. The importance of the concept of spiritual shepherding
1. The shepherd was probably the one occupation of the ancient culture that was the most understood.  It is comparative to the American farmer of the 18th and 19th century.  The figure of the shepherd of the local church is rooted in the Old Testament, particularly as the figure of a spiritual leader:  (2 Sam 5:2; 1 Kings 22:17; 1 Chr 11:2; Ps 23:1; Isa 40:11; Amos 3:12; Zech 11:15-17)

B. Figures:

1. Shepherd

a. Elders (Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11)

b. Christ (Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4)

2. Sheep
a. Nation of Israel (1 Kings 22:17; Mt. 10:16; 15:24)
b. Prospective disciples (Mt. 9:35-39)
c. Apostle’s (Mt. 26:31)
d. Disciples (Jn. 10:1-6; Lk. 12:32; Acts 20:28-29; 1 Pet. 5:2-3)
3. Flock

a. Christians in some plural or collective sense

C. Two context’s:

1. The relationship between elders and congregational members

2. The relationship between Christ and Christians

a. Our study today will focus on the context of our relationship with Christ (John 10)
Body:

I. Jesus as the “Good Shepherd” (Jn. 10:7-21)

A. The “I Am” statements

1. “I am the bread of life” (Jn. 6:35, 41, 48, 51)

2. “I am the light of the world” (Jn. 8:12; 9:5)

3. “I am with the Father” (Jn. 8:16)

4. “I am from above” (Jn. 8:23)

5. “I am the door of the sheep” (Jn. 10:7)

6. “I am the good Shepherd” (Jn. 10:11, 14)

7. “I am the Son of God” (Jn. 10:36)

8. “I am the Resurrection and the Life” (Jn. 11:25)

9. “I am the way, the truth, the life” (Jn. 14:6)

10. “I am the true vine” (Jn. 15:1)

11. “I am a king” (Jn. 18:37)
II. The context of John 10

A. Before we seek to understand what Jesus is teaching in John 10 we must understand that He is responding to a question
1. “Are we blind also?” (Jn. 9:40)

2. Their understanding was flawed

a. They thought that they understood and did not

b. They thought they were doing right and were not

B. The event that precipitated the lesson of the Good Shepherd was the healing of a blind man and his subsequent excommunication

1. Jesus healed a blind man (Jn.9:7) when His disciples asked if the sins of the man or his parents caused his blindness
2. The significance of the miracle was lost on the Pharisees who were blinded by their legalism; they were only concerned that Jesus healed on the Sabbath

3. Because of the man’s belief in Jesus he was cast out of the Temple (Jn. 9:35)

C. Jesus use of the illustration of the Good Shepherd is an effort to teach that He is the Messiah
1. At the heart of the Pharisees unbelief in chapter nine is their misguided logic

a. It is sinful to “work” on the Sabbath, this Man performed miracles (“worked”) which made Him a sinner and a sinner could not be a prophet much less the Son of God

2. Jesus turns from the discussion of an immediate context, physical blindness, to a discussion of greater importance: spiritual vision
a. This discussion leads to the question, “Are we blind also?” and the next illustration: the Good Shepherd
III. The text of John 10

A. Verses 1-6

1. Jesus describes the relationship that exists between man and Messiah using an image that is familiar to all of the listeners, yet the still fail to understand the entirety of the teaching
2. He defends Himself as the Messiah, the anointed of God

a. He came to the flock by the door
1) Later, verse 7, He will declare Himself as that door

b. He is not a thief of God’s people and the true followers of Christ know Him as the Messiah and recognize Him as their Shepherd (v. 3, 5)
c. “Bring out the sheep” may be an illusion to bringing the Jews out of Judaism (v. 4)
1) In any case this image demonstrates the relationship between Shepherd and sheep
3. They don’t understand (v. 6) so He elaborates…
B. Verses 7-21 (the Shepherd’s relationship with the sheep)
1. “I am the door of the sheep” (v. 7-10)
a. “Door of the sheep” is another term for Shepherd
1) The common practice, by ancient shepherds, of sleeping in opening of sheep pens produced this image

2) The idea that is conveyed is that the shepherd is the one that controls access to his flock

b. As He did in verse 1 He mentions those who “came before” as imposters
1) There were several movements in the decades preceding Jesus’ lifetime that were touted as men who were the messiah (Acts 5:35-39)
2) True disciples know the difference between their shepherd and an imposter

c. The motivation of the True Shepherd and the imposter are contrasted (v. 9-10)
2. “”I am the good Shepherd” (v. 11-13)
a. Another title for the same idea
b. Continuing with the contrast between the authentic and the imposter Jesus uses an illustration consistent with the overall parable: the shepherd and the hireling

1) The Shepherd died
2) The hireling fled

3. “I am the good Shepherd” (v. 14-18)
a. Jesus transitions to the heart of the matter: His relationship to the Father and His sheep

1) I believe there is a connection between Jesus’ statement here, “other sheep…” (v. 16) and “he brings them out…” (v. 4)
2) My conviction is that Jesus was demonstrating bringing the Jews out of the Law of Moses (“fulfilling the law” – Mt. 5:17) and bringing them into fellowship with the Gentile (“other sheep”) (Isa. 42:6; 56:8; Eph. 2:13-16; 4:1-6)
b. He also deals with His voluntary sacrifice for His flock
4. In this illustration the Christ demonstrates what a “good” shepherd does
5. The result of His teaching, as was often the case was controversy

a. The Jews (Pharisees – 9:40) were divided in the conclusions
b. His illustration also causes some to ask Him to plainly say that He is the Messiah (v. 24)
C. Verses 22-30 (The sheep’s relationship to the Shepherd)
1. The view of this analogy now shifts from the relationship of the Shepherd to the sheep and focuses on the relationship of the sheep to the Shepherd
2. In response to their request, “…tell us plainly.” (v. 24)
a. Jesus testifies of their disbelief
1) They did not believe the signs provided for proof, therefore are not truly His sheep, therefore are lost!

3. Finally, Jesus makes the culminating point that was the heart of the entire discussion: “I and My Father are one.” (v. 30)

Conclusion:

I. Lessons for the flock
A. Lessons for the sheep

1. Reliance upon the shepherd

a. Reliance for salvation

1) Not only is Jesus the Good Shepherd, he is also the Lamb that was offered as sacrifice for sin (Heb. 9:11-22)
2) The Shepherd entering by the “door” (Jn. 10:1-6)

Jerry A. Sayre
Source:
3

