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Baptism’s Place In Salvation

Text:

Introduction:

I. Baptism is necessary for salvation

A. The Bible teaches that

B. Modern biblical teaching has taken the truth and “reasoned” it away

1. “What-ifs” and impossible situations have replaced biblical authority

2. Through proof-texting the necessity of baptism is removed from the doctrine of most denominations (Psa. 119:160)

a. This is the doctrine in a nutshell:

1) CHART:  “A Syllogism On Salvation” (Chart 1)

3. This philosophy has culminated in various modern denominational doctrines including:

a. Faith only

b. Grace alone

c. Alternative modes and purposes for baptism

1) Sprinkling and pouring are not biblical ideas:

a) A study of early church history proves beyond a doubt that baptism was considered a necessity

b) In the course of history sprinkling and pouring used as an alternative to immersion are modern apostasies, relatively speaking

1] First recorded case of sprinkling in 251 A.D. Novation, based on emergency "baptism" of bed-ridden person

2] First law on sprinkling from Pope Stephen III in 753 A.D. "to be used in medical emergencies only

3] 1311 A.D.  ruled that sprinkling could be substituted for immersion

2) The doctrine of baptism as an “outward sign of an inward cleansing”

3) Baptism “because” of the remission of sins

II. We are often criticized for teaching a doctrine of works because we teach that baptism is necessary for salvation

A. Sometimes it is our own fault

1. We often overstate our own cases giving the idea that we feel the baptism is the “know-all, end-all” in regard to salvation

a. We often give the idea that baptism is an only rather than carrying equal weight with all other obedient acts.

2. We are very concerned with “when were they baptized”

a. We want to get them into the water, period

III. What role does baptism play in our salvation?

Body:

I. Baptism’s place in salvation:

A. Although the steps are many it is the sum total of many factors that gives us salvation

1. It is clear that baptism is part of the “salvation equation”

a. It is a culminating act in a individuals initial faithful obedience to God in order to bring that individual into salvation

2. Certain acts of obedience lead us “unto” salvation and others bring us “into” salvation

a. CHART:  “Into Salvation” (Chart 2)

b. Faith does not bring us into salvation (Rom. 10:10)

c. Confession doesn’t bring us into salvation (Rom. 10:10)

d. Repentance does not bring us into salvation (2 Cor. 7:10)

e. Baptism brings us into salvation (Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 12:1-2, 13; Gal. 3:27)

f. CHART:  “Blessings In Christ (Chart 3)

3. The examples of conversion of the book of Acts all include baptism

a. CHART:  “Examples Of Conversion” (Chart 4)

b. Notice that in situations where rejoicing is mentioned the rejoicing is done after baptism not after belief

B. Baptism is not the “end of the story”

1. Baptism is not the final obedient act that gives us salvation

a. It is the culminating act that brings us into Christ

2. Righteous living and service to God are required (Acts 26:19-20; Jas. 2:14-17, 24-26)

a. Baptism is a MUST not an ONLY
C. As important as baptism is there are things that baptism will not do:

1. CHART:  “Baptism Will Not” (Chart 5)

2. Baptism will not:

a. Remove temptation

b. Keep us from sin

c. Assure eternal life

d. Solve all of life’s problems

e. Make a wrong thing right

f. Save an impenitent unbeliever

3. CHART:  “Baptism Without Conversion” (Chart 6)

4. Baptism does not equate to conversion

5. CHART:  “Which One Is Not Essential To Salvation” (Chart 7)

6. Baptism is not the “end all, know all” of salvation

a. Many factors are essential to salvation:

1) Repentance (2 Cor. 7:10)

2) The Spirit (Tit. 3:5)

3) The Gospel (Rom. 1:16-17)

4) Lord’s Longsuffering (2 Pet. 3:15)

5) Grace (Eph. 2:8)

6) Jesus (Mt. 1:21)

7) Hope (8:24)

8) Belief (Acts 16:31)

9) Confession (Rom. 10:9-10)

10) Works (Jas. 2:24)

11) Calling on the name (Rom. 10:13)

12) God (2 Tim. 1:8-9)

13) Mercy (Tit. 3:5)

14) Jesus’ blood (Rom. 5:9)

15) Obedience (Heb. 5:8-9)

16) Baptism (1 Pet. 3:21)

II. Salvation by grace alone????

A. So why is baptism not given equal respect by the religious world in regard to it’s role in salvation?

1. A predominant problem is that most of the religious world views baptism as a work and Paul condemns the doctrine of salvation by works (Eph. 2:1-10)

B. Salvation by grace through faith

1. We are saved by God’s grace (Eph. 2:8-10)

a. The conclusion that is drawn is that salvation is by grace through faith ALONE!

2. But God’s grace is not irresistible it is conditional (Tit. 2:11; cf Mt. 7:12-13, 21-23)

3. CHART:  “Salvation by Grace Is Conditional” (Chart 8)

4. Faith alone is not sufficient (Jas. 2:14-26)

a. Dead faith will not save

5. The Bible teaches a doctrine of salvation through FAITHFUL obedience (Heb. 11)

III. Baptism is not a work

A. Salvation by works????

1. A doctrine of salvation by works is condemned

2. CHART:  “Different Kinds Of Works” (Chart 9)

3. But there are different kinds of works

a. Non-saving works (condemned)

1) Boastful works (Eph. 2:9)
2) Our works (2 Tim. 1:9)
3) Meritorious works (Tit. 3:5)
4) Works of the law (Rom. 3:20-28; 4:2-8; Gal. 2:16)
5) Works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21)

b. Saving works (commended)
1) Work of God (Jn. 6:27-29)
2) Works of righteousness (Acts 10:34-35)
3) Good works (Eph. 2:10)
4) Work of faith (1 Thes. 1:3)
5) Works of obedience (Phil. 2:12; Jas. 2:14-26)

4. Similar words with completely different meanings

a. CHART:  “Same Words Different Meanings” (Chart 10)

B. The denominational logic:

1. CHART:  “A Syllogism On Salvation (Chart 11)

a. We are saved by grace through faith and not of works (Eph. 2:8-10) and baptism is a work and therefore, baptism is not essential to salvation

2. The logic assumes that baptism is a non-saving work

a. The same argument can be made in regard to faith

1) CHART:  “A Sillygism On Faith (Chart 12)

2) We are not saved by works (Eph. 2:8-10) faith is a work (Jn. 6:28-29) therefore, we are not saved by faith (Rom. 5:1)

3) WRONG!

C. Baptism is not a non-saving work:

1. CHART:  “Baptism Is Not A Work” (Chart 13)

2. We are saved by the grace of God and not our own “made up” works of righteousness (Tit. 3:5a) and we are saved by the “washing of regeneration” [water baptism] (Heb. 10:22) therefore, water baptism is not the kind of work that does not save

3. The denominational logic does not stand the “litmus” test

a. CHART:  “A Sillygism On Baptism” (Chart 14)

b. They say:

1) We are not saved by works (Eph. 2:8-10) baptism is a work therefore, we are not saved by baptism (1 Pet. 3:20-21)

2) WRONG!

Conclusion:

I. What role has baptism played in your salvation?

A. Maybe you were:

1. Never baptized

2. Baptized but unconverted

3. Baptized as an outward sign of an inward cleansing

II. Baptism is the culminating act in bringing us into Christ where all spiritual blessings are present

A. It is not the culminating faithful act of our salvation
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